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Context of the study 

There are a number of development initiatives and approaches that have made 

substantial efforts to cross knowledge divides and make links between the multiple 

knowledges and multiple realities involved in development. Although such initiatives 

cannot be seen as a panacea or magic bullet, this study will identify these initiatives 

and their characteristics in order to reach some conclusions about what distinguishes 

them. 

 

IKM Emergent focuses on the existence of multiple knowledges and multiple realities. 

For this reason, the process of identifying practical knowledge management 

approaches which can bridge the divides between different knowledges and different 

realities is of central importance to the programme. 

 

Approach to the study and research questions 

1. An inventory of the divides within development: North-South, professional divides, language, 

gender and so forth. Which are the most relevant to knowledge-based approaches? 

2. An overview of the issues: what risks and challenges do knowledge divides pose to achieving 

development goals? 

3. What are these divides called? ‘Haves and have-nots’, knowledge asymmetries etc. 

4. Which initiatives have attempted to crossing a number of knowledge divides? (Communities of 

practice, Dgroups, etc). Which knowledge divides have they succeeded in crossing and which 

divides remain intransigent to such approaches? 

5. What is the link between knowledge divides and multiple knowledges? 

6. How effectively are issues of power tackled when crossing knowledge divides? 

7. Which divides are easy to cross, which are less easy? 

8. Which approaches and lessons are most relevant to IKM’s work (particularly focusing on key 

issues that require further research)? 

9. Preliminary identification of which approaches are most effective. 

10. Which are the key lessons from existing approaches?  
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Deliverables 

-   An IKM Working Paper (max. 7000 words) reviewing approaches to date and drawing conclusions 

relevant to IKM’s further research. 

- Discussion of progress and approaches on Working Group 3’s blog http://thegiraffe.wordpress.com 

-   Presentation of review to an IKM meeting, most probably a meeting planned for Southern Africa in 

2009. 

 

Contract details 

A grant of Euro 9000 is available to support this work. Proposals are welcome from any source, 

individual or organizational. The successful candidate will be selected by a team of members of IKM’s 

Working Group 3 which is commissioning this study.  

 

Interaction and peer review 

Applicants will liaise with Sarah Cummings (sarah@ikmemergent.net), the Co-ordinator of Working 

Group 3. It is intended that all programme material is subjected to a critical editorial process to 

challenge authors as to the clarity and comprehensiveness of their ideas. Authors will be expected to 

co-operate with this peer review process. In the event of conflict relating to this contract, the IKM 

Management team will be consulted. 

  

Application and submission deadlines 

22 June 2008: deadline for submission of ‘expression of interest’. Such an expression of interest 

should comprise:  

a curriculum vitae of the researcher(s); 

a short motivation (100 words); 

a brief outline (max. 300 words) on the approach to be followed; and 

 a short list of key references to be consulted. 

30 June 2008: identification of researcher 

30 September 2008: first draft of the study submitted following IKM style guidelines 

30 October 2008: comments from peer reviewer sent to author 

15 November 2008: submission of final version of paper  

15 December 2008: publication of final version as IKM Working Paper 

  

Publication material and copyright 

The European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes, EADI (the legal body 

which hosts the IKM Emergent programme) will hold copyright to the publication which will be 

published under the Creative Commons  ‘Attribution, Non-commercial, Share Alike (by-nc-sa) License 

in OECD countries (http://www.creativecommons.org.uk/licenses) and Creative Commons Developing 

nations License 2.0 (http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/devnations/2.0/) for the rest of the 

world. Contractors/authors will be consulted in the publication process. 
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The initial publication will take the form of an IKM Working Paper but co-publication with another 

development institution would also be possible. After publication as an IKM Working Paper, the 

authors will be welcome to revise for publication in an international journal on the understanding that 

due acknowledgement will be given.  

  

About IKM Emergent 

In April 2007, a five year research programme was approved for funding by the Directorate General for 

International Cooperation (DGIS), part of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The programme, 

Emergent Issues in Information and Knowledge Management (IKM) and International Development, is 

known as the IKM Emergent Research Programme.  

 

IKM Emergent comprises an evolving group of development researchers and practitioners who 

network with others: 

 

• To explore the concept of multiple knowledges and its relevance to development policy 

and practice; 

• To undertake research intended to illustrate the relevance of the issues raised by the 

programme and ways of addressing them; 

• To ‘curate’ and edit our work, and that of others, in order to offer a more holistic and 

accessible body of knowledge; and 

• To identify and respond to opportunities for communicating with development actors and 

organisations in order to stimulate and learn from innovation in this area. 

 

Some references to be consulted during the study 

Julie E. Ferguson, Kingo Mchombu and Sarah Cummings (2008) Management of knowledge for 

development: meta-review and scoping study. IKM Working Paper No. 1, March 2008, 45pp. 

Ferguson, Julie and Sarah Cummings (2007) Knowledge management in practice: The case of 

international development. In: Alex Koohang (Ed.) Knowledge Management, The Informing Science 

Press: Santa Rosa, California 

Ferguson, Julie (2005) Bridging the gap between research and practice: overcoming cultural barriers 

in a knowledge network. Knowledge Management for Development Journal 1(3): 46-54. 

Powell, Mike (2006) Which knowledge? Whose reality? An overview of knowledge used in the 

development sector. Development in Practice 16(6): 518-532  

An issue of the Knowledge Management for Development Journal (Vol. 2, No. 3) which focuses on the 

issue of ‘Bridging knowledge divides’ http://www.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/issue/view/8 

In addition to these references, forthcoming work from Working Group 1 on the importance of 

translation across development divides should also be consulted. 

 

For further information or to send a proposal, kindly contact: 

e-mail   Sarah Cummings    sarah@ikmemergent.net 

URL   www.ikmemergent.net 


